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SUBJECT: IRANIAN NEED FOR INDUSTRIAL RAW MATERIALS 
REF: TEHRAN 206 AND PREVIOUS 

1. U. S. GOVERNMENT VERY MUCH WELCOMES APPROACH BY IRANIAN 
GOVERNMENT FOR ADDITIONAL IMPORTS FROM UNITED STATES. WE 
ARE EXTREMELY INTERESTED IN ENLARGING EXPORTS TO IRAN NOT 
ONLY IN CATEGORIES OF GOODS INDICATED BY IRANIANS BUT IN 
ALL OTHER CATEGORIES IN WHICH WE CAN BE COMPETITIVE SUP 
PLIERS. RECENT TRADE DATA INDICATES U. S. HAS BEEN ONLY 
MINOR SUPPLIER OF THOSE GOODS ON LIST PROVIDED BY 
IRANIANS. ITEMS ON LIST ARE IN ALMOST ALL INSTANCES IN 

SHORT TO EXTREMELY SHORT SUPPLY AND AMERICAN PRODUCERS ARE 
ALLOCATING AVAILABLE SUPPLIES TO ESTABLISHED CUSTOMERS. 

THE IRANIANS SHOULD BE ASSURED, HOWEVER, THAT EVEN PRO- 
DUCERS OF ITEMS WHICH ARE TEMPORARILY IN SHORT SUPPLY 
COULD BE EXPECTED TO RESPOND TO IRANIAN NEEDS IN ANTICIPA- 
TION OF LONG-TERM PROFITABLE TRADE RELATIONSHIPS. 

2. UNITED STATES IS A F RE E ENTERPRISE SYSTEM. WE ARE NOT 

IN POSITION TO MAKE GOVERNMENT-TO-GOVERNMENT DEALS WITH 
REGARD TO ANY ITEMS OF TRADE IN WHICH IRANIANS MIGHT BE 
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INTERESTED. WE HAVE BEEN EXPLORING WITH LIMITED NUMBER OF 
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AMERICAN CORPORATIONS THEIR INTEREST IN RESPONDING TO 
REQUIREMENTS FOR ITEMS ON IRANIAN LIST. WE WATCH WITH 
INTEREST RESULTS OF CONVERSATIONS NOW GOING ON BETWEEN 
IRANIAN GOVERNMENT AND UNION CARBIDE AND KAISER INDUSTRIES. 
THESE CONVERSATIONS WILL INFLUENCE KIND OF PROGRAM WE MIGHT 
CONSTRUCT, BASED ON OUR NORMAL EXPORT PROMOTION MACHINERY, 
TO GIVE WIDER PUBLICITY TO ENTIRE SPECTRUM OF AMERICAN 
SUPPLIERS OF OPPORTUNITIES FOR SALES TO IRAN. 

3. DEPARTMENT PLANS TO CALL IN IRANIAN CHARGE TO OUTLINE 
ABOVE TO HIM AND TO INFORM HIM THAT WE ARE AWARE THAT 
IRANIAN LIST HAS BEEN GIVEN TO OTHER INDUSTRIAL COUNTRIES. 

HE WILL BE ASKED TO KEEP US INFORMED OF RESULTS OF APPROA- 
CHES TO OTHER GOVERNMENTS SO THAT WE MIGHT AVOID REDUNDANT 
EFFORT. 

4. EMBASSY REQUESTED INFORM IRANIANS OF ABOVE AND MAIN- 
TAIN CLOSE LIAISON WITH IRANIAN OFFICIALS DETAILED TO THIS 
PROBLEM SO THAT ALL ADDITIONAL TRADE OPPORTUNITIES CAN BE 
IMMEDIATELY DETAILED TO WASHINGTON FOR MOST EXPEDITI- 
OUS HANDLING. KISSINGER 
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